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The province of Ontario contains many sites of outstand-
ing geological importance. Many are internationally well 
known and attract visitors from around the globe. Others 
no less important remain hidden in plain sight.

Ontario’s rich geologic history is illustrated here by short 
descriptions of more than 200 field sites ranging from 
Timmins in the north to Windsor in the south. These 
include the Sleeping Giant near Thunder Bay; Agawa 
Canyon; the Sudbury meteorite crater; Niagara 
Escarpment; the Falls and Gorge; numerous caves, the 
mineral-rich Bancroft area; and the high lakeshore cliffs 
at Scarborough Bluffs. Some sites are sacred to First 
Nations and are associated with spectacular rock art.

Also included are sites from adjacent parts of Quebec 
such as the Monteregian Hills near Montreal, the 
Gatineau Hills at Ottawa and a few sites in New York 
State, all of which add to the story of the geological 
evolution of Ontario and all of which are all within easy 
driving distance from Ontario. Each site features a short 
summary of its significance and is depicted on a map 
with GPS coordinates.

Take a drive through our geology and take a few 
moments to think of Ontario’s long and varied history.

Nick Eyles holds a Ph.D (East Anglia) and D.Sc. (Leicester) 
and is Professor of Geology at the University of Toronto. He 
has authored more than 150 publications in leading scientific 
journals on ice age geology and environmental geology and 
has conducted geological fieldwork from the Arctic to the 
Antarctic, including work with the Ocean Drilling Program 
onboard the drillship Resolution. His other books include 
Canada Rocks and Ontario Rocks.

Books that rock!
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 Georgian Bay:  A Unique North American Ecosystem

Read about:

• Rocks in Point Pleasant Park in Halifax were once 
part of Morocco, left behind when the Atlantic 
Ocean came into being.

• Canada’s Arctic regions were formerly part of what 
today is Siberia. Greenland was once a part of 
Labrador.

• Fossils in a road cut in Cache Creek, British 
Columbia once lived in a sea that covered China.

Canada Rocks: The Geologic Journey

Coming 

Spring  2016

from 

Nick Eyles

Updated with all new content! 

For anyone curious about the geological history of 
our country, Canada Rocks is a marvelous portrait 
of what the authors describe as the incredible 4 
billion year ‘construction project’ that gave shape 
to the continents, mountains, and oceans of planet 
Earth, and created the world’s second largest 
country - Canada.

Profusely illustrated throughout with full colour and black and white photographs, charts, maps, graphs 
and  sketches, the book explores the country from north to south, and from east to west, exploring that 
incredible history through modern day sites and land shapes created in our distant past.

An essential reference for students and anyone fascinated with the geological forces that created our 
country, the book includes a great many sites that can be visited for close-up study, making it an invaluable 
field guide for exploring our history and the world around us.

Coming soon!
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Ed Bartram, printmaker, photographer and painter, has a special vision of 
Georgian Bay that has captivated his imagination for over half a century. 
Since the early 1970s he has transformed this vision into a series of graphic 
images that reflect the land and particularly the rock face of this region of 
Canada’s Precambrian Shield; works that are powerfully and often 
luxuriously physical, but have an abstract dimension with richly coloured 
and textured surfaces. In finding his own interpretation of the “Thirty 
Thousand Island” landscape made iconic by the Group of Seven, he has 
had to display great ingenuity in finding a new theme in the old. His work 
reminds us, in a forceful way, of the unique power of the area, even before it 
was held up for serious consideration in a work of art.

Ontario Rocks tells this fascinating 3 billion year long story of Ontario’s 
geological evolution, from its beginnings as part of an early landmass called 
Arctica, its incorporation into enormous supercontinents, through to the 
repeated ice ages and abrupt climatic changes of the last few thousand years. 
Merging Canadian geology with global evolution, this highly illustrated 
survey also touches on the development of Ontario’s mining and oil 
industries, and the commercial use of rocks as building material.

Being a Canadian carries with it a tangible sense of living on the edge of a 
vast barren interior. Only named as such in 1883, the Canadian Shield is an 
empty immensity of lakes, bogs, rivers, forest and protruding ribs of hard 
Precambrian crystalline rock that covers more than half of the total land area 
of Canada.

This book traces the geologic evolution of the Shield, its first tentative explo-
ration by humans starting 11,000 years ago as the last great ice sheets with-
drew, its changing economic fortunes as Europeans penetrated its remote 
rocky vastnesses for furs and metals, and its transformation in the twentieth 
century into a national icon to Canadians.
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